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Promoting Model Aviation in Sonoma County

2019 Club Officers:
President:  Guy Nicholas  (707) 291-2781 guy@gui-soft.com
Vice President:  Buzz Russell  (707) 537-5299 brmaruss@sbcglobal.net
Secretary:  Chris Bailey  (707) 490-6206 chrishobiecat1985@gmail.com
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Safety Officer: Mike Cracchiolo (707) 537-5198 mcrackman@hotmail.com

2019 Board Members: 
Adam Clement    (707) 322-5318 adampclement@gmail.com
Bill Van Aslan       billv@sonic.com
Steve Koll     (707) 297-0247 imatrekkietwo@gmail.com
Eric Bergesen    (707) 494 0562 ebergesen@gmail.com
Jake Chichilitti    (707) 535-0977 jake.chichilitti@yahoo.com
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Presidents Report
By: Guy Nicholas

Greetings all!  I hope you are all enjoying our pleasant fall weather and getting out there to get some 
of that sweet air it provides. This months meeting will include a voting in of officers, which if I am not 
mistaken will not be much of a vote as we only have a single person running for each position.

Don’t forget our upcoming night fly on Saturday 9 November, I have been asked what time it will be 
happening and my response then, as it is now, is, “after dark”. According to https://www.timeanddate.
com/sun/usa/santa-rosa, “sunset” is at 5:03 p.m. and “night” runs from 6:33 on.  So, I would say be 
there sometime after 6 or so.  Again, I encourage everyone to show up whether they have a night ca-
pable aircraft or not as it is pretty cool to check out, and after watching it a bit I am sure you will wnat 
to go get you a set of lights.

The end of year celebration is nearly upon us. The date is Tuesday 10 December at 6:00, at Char-
lie’s grill at the Windsor golf course. It should be a more fun venue than Cattleman’s due to us having 
our own room. For me, the party is a time to enjoy a drink and some chatting with some of my flying 
friends away from the field.  I like to show up early to get my chat on, and I encourage you all to do 
the same thing.  Remember that you can pay for dinner without paying your renewal, so please get 
your rsvp’s in early so we can get a count over to our host.

For those of you not signed up electronically with the AMA I would like to pass along and urgent plea 
from them for all members to reach out to their representatives to express their disdain for some new 
height restrictions they are planning on enacting.  The AMA article is here, with a link to follow with di-
rections on how to contact your representative. http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2019/10/07/
fightforflight/ If you follow the link to the contact area all you have to do is scroll to the bottom of the 
letter and type in your name, then hit the submit button.

Battery safety, can’t say enough about it. Eric Bergesen 
crashed an airplane last weekend and the battery was fairly 
crunched, though it didn’t catch on fire. He took it home using 
our sandbox and there he put it in a bucket of salt water 
where it proceeded to give off a tremendous smoke plume.  
My only guess is that the battery internals were exposed, and 
so the salt water that would normally cause a minor short 
across the two leads of the battery was now shorting out a 
much greater area of the battery and thus causing it to dis-
charge very quickly.  Be careful out there!

That’s all I have for you this month!  You can now get back to 
flying!
Ciao, Guy

https://www.timeanddate.com/sun/usa/santa-rosa
https://www.timeanddate.com/sun/usa/santa-rosa
http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/2019/10/07/fightforflight/
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Bringing the Tiger 2 Back to Life 
By: Jake Chichilitti

My Carl Goldberg Tiger 2 augured in last week.  It looked pretty bad, but I gathered up all the pieces I 
could find and stuffed everything in a plastic garbage bag.

I laid everything out on my shop floor and took inventory of everything that was salvageable or what 
went into the trash.  Bill Van Asdlan gave me a serviceable Tiger 2 wing a couple of years ago and I 
have been saving it for just this occasion.  I could reuse the tail surfaces and with a good wing I only 
had to build a new fuselage.  

One servo was stripped, but I had a servo that would fit the tray.   The engine, fuel tank and landing 
gear were all usable after a good cleaning.  Most of original electronics were used again.

The first step was to piece back the fuselage as best I could to duplicate the side payiing close atten-
tion to the location of the firewall, wing saddle and stabilizer.  I followed the original fuselage outlines 
fairly closely.  I also had some formers that were usable which gave me the correct width.

The remains on my shop floor.  Still covered 
with dirt.

Everything that looked like it could be used again 
or used to make a new part, like the landing gear 

mount and firewall.

The remains of the fuselage 
and the drawing of the fuselage 
side along with the new piece.  
The original fuselage was built 
with lite ply, but I had plenty of 
balsa on hand so I used 1/8” 
balsa for everything but the 
firewall, landing gear mount and 
tail wheel mount.   I used 1/32” 
plywood as a doubler for the 
high stress sections from the 
firewall back to the trailing edge 
of the wing.



The mostly completed fuselage 
with the original tail surfaces 
epoxied in place.  I left the bot-
tom uncovered until I finished 
hooking up the push rods.

The completed model.  I 
used Brodak butyrate dope 
for the finish and I had every-
thing I needed to complete 
this project without spending 
a dime.
I had a pair of wheel pants 
from an old model and re-
painted them for the Tiger 2.  

Thanks for Eric Kirby for helping me pick up the pieces and giving me the
 trash bag.  And thanks to Bil’’s donation of a wing for making this rebuild possible.
Skip Prater deserves a shout out for giving me the plane complete with servos and engine when he 
was cleaning out his garage.

Thanks guys,
Jake



PCAM
By: Guy Nicholas

The PCAM air show was a mixed bag this year.  We all showed up Saturday morning and setup our 
shade tents, barrier fence and tables.  Mike Cracchiolo, Jake Chichilitti, and myself headed to the 
hangar for the morning safety briefing.  About halfway through the meeting it sounded like someone 
was banging on the doors and when the meeting was over and we walked outside it was as if it were 
a different day.  The wind was blowing quite hard. By the time we got back to our area the pop-up 
tents had already been popped-down and even our caution tape barrier was blowing over at times!  
So our flying was canceled, as was a number of other events at the show.

Sunday was a different story. The weather was perfect and we were able to fly.  For the most part the 
flying went great.  We started with Adam flying  one of Jim Swanson’s aircraft towing our banner. We 
went through a couple of warbirds, the Little Toni Jake bought at our last meeting, and we closed with 
a few 3D planes.  Sadly, Joe Nolasco’s plane didn’t survive the day.

For the most part we had a few volunteers hanging out talking to passers by and “spreading the word”

Frank Mormillo, a photographer, was there getting some shots of us flying and I have included them 
here.



Banners Away!



Attack of the Warbirds



Raging 3D!



Auction

We are auctioning off a Funtana 
125 ARF as seen here: It is, “new 
in box” though it is not in it’s original 
box.  This was the second plane we 
received from Bob Nellor. This kit 
will have a $75 reserve on it.  Bring 
cash, bring checks, it is a very nice 
kit and deserves a good home.  Re-
member, the proceeds from this kit 
will be going to one of our deserving 
members. 

By: Guy Nicholas



General Meeting Minutes
 26 September 2019

By: Chris Bailey
• Meeting started 7pm
• # Members present: 25
• Treasurer’s Report: Paul, nothing significantly different, we continue to do very well, 89 registered 

members, renewal letters will go out soon
• Safety: Mike C.; Reminder, per AMA rules, when flying at the field, you must stay within the estab-

lished boundaries; When flying 3D, especially large scale planes that have a lot of mass, if some-
thing goes wrong, make sure spectators are safe, fly 3D on other(far) side of runway away from 
spectators; Questions about where or when you can fly, ask a board member; Sand buckets at the 
field, are NOT trash cans, if you put a Lipo battery in the bucket to cool down, please take it home 
when you leave the field(have a Lipo bag), Guy reminds everyone, if a problem develops while you 
are flying, announce LOUDLY, so everyone is aware, hand off radio to a more experienced pilot

• Guy reminds us to be aware of your audience, keep your language appropriate when at the flying 
field, also, please take all of your trash with you when leaving the field

• Adam gave a recap of the Larry Frank Scale Event (see Newsletter for details), thank you Ryan 
Rommel for the food, thank you Guy for the award plaques

• Pacific Coast Air Museum Wings Over Wine Country air show, Saturday, Sept 28, Sunday Sept 29, 
meet on Ordinance Road @ 7am Sat to pick up flightline badges and wristbands, a BIG thank you 
to Mike C. for working with the AMA office to get our documentation to the FAA in time to fly in  the 
show!

• Table tops at the flying field have started to delaminate, we will probably replace them next year
• Night Fly: Saturday, November 9
• Club Officer nominations:
• President: Guy
• V. P. : Adam
• Secretary: Chris
• Treasurer: Paul
• Safety: Jake C.
• Ollie Burns has donated has R.C. collection to the club
• Show and Tell: Wayne Scott shared a plane built from 6 sheets of foam board, covered in orange 

duct tape, with a Clark airfoil
• Meeting adjourned at 8pm



WCF 2019 EVENTS SCHEDULE
• Night Fly: Sat 9 November
• Christmas Party: Tuesday 10 December 6-?
• New Year’s Day Fly: Wednesday 1 January.


