
Wine Country FlierWine Country Flier

February 2023 Edition

Next meeting: 23 Feb 6:30, at the Mountain Mikes Pizza
www.wcflyers.com 

Promoting Model Aviation in Sonoma County

2022 Club Officers:
President:  John Cole  (623) 824-6529 johncole8182@gmail.com
Vice President:  Jake Chichilitti (707) 535-0977 jake.chichilitti@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Chris Bailey  (707) 490-6206 chrishobiecat1985@gmail.com
Treasurer:  Paul Gibson  (707) 318-5926 paul@4gibson.us
Safety Officer: Patrick O'Halloran (707) 321-0400 poh@sonic.net

2021  Board Members: 
Guy Nicholas     (707) 291-2781 Guy@Gui-Soft.com
Bill Van Aslan       billv@sonic.com
Eric Bergesen    (707) 494 0562 ebergesen@gmail.com
Steve Cole     (707) 481-7969 P38Extreme@aol.com

Newsletter: Guy Nicholas
Website: Patrick O’Halloran 



 Presidents Report
By: John Cole

Hello members,
Recently an email was sent out to inform you about being invited to a Ya-Ka-Ama educational event 
this Saturday at the Ya-Ka-Ama center. The event will run from 10:00AM until 4:00PM, and for this 
reason, the field will be CLOSED for our use during this time.

The invitation from them is really important and appreciated!! As a community-based club, WCF vol-
unteers will have the opportunity to showcase our club and demonstrate what we are all about. We 
will have a table there and I hope you will stop by to check in.

Another one of our field neighbors that we’ve had the opportunity to interact with is the Sonoma Earth 
School (SES).
Jake and I have been working with the students on getting an e-sailplane constructed and flown! The 
project is really coming along thanks to Jake’s hard work and commitment. We will try to show what 
has been done at this Saturdays Ya-Ka-Ama event.

Above: fuselage covering underway at SES

Members, PLEASE NOTE!!!
The combination to the gate will be changed the morning of Wednesday, March 1st!!!

The new gate combination will be xxxx. <editors note: the combination will be sent to everyone who has a paid member-
ship and will come in a separate email as the newsletter has a wider audience>

Please join us this Thursday evening at Mountain Mike’s Pizzeria at 6:30PM for pizza, and meeting at 



V.P. Tiger Moth (in quarter scale) build
By: John Cole

I’ve been working on this kit for some time now, off and on, and it’s really shaping up nicely. I’ve 
always wanted to model the TM for some time now, so here we are. My fascination with the airplane 
goes back to the’60’s, when Roger Sharon had his full-size based out of Sonoma County Airport. 
Then I had another encounter in the 90’s when I had the opportunity to fly Bob Curtains’ beautifully 
restored TM. It is a very nice flying design, whether it’s full size or in model form.

If adding internal details, it’s wise to build from the inside out.

The kit supplies you with a very nicely molded epoxy-glass cowl.

The tail group is constructed in a unique way, and surface outlines are made with stainless steel 
tubing.

Stabilizer strut is made from K&S streamlined aluminum tubing. A length of .064” carbon rod is bond-
ed inside and adds significant strength.

The overall project is temporarily on hold because of a few other modeling priorities, but I expect to 
spend more time on it soon.
John



Spad Build
By: Jake Chichilitti

The SPAD build project

It took me awhile to finish building the firewall/engine box assembly.  There are three batteries and a 
fuel tank mounted behind the styrofoam  packing.  Two batteries for the redundant receiver system 
and one battery for the gasoline engine ignition.  

The second picture shows the 1/4" spruce fuselage sides glued to the engine box.  It is being build 
upside down for now. The fiberglass cowling is just taped on for show.  The red pushrods are for the 
choke and throttle.  The fuselage will be 8 feet long when finished. 

Jake



Panasonic battery
By: John Cole

Panasonic has developed a Ni-Mh battery that is perfect for our RC hobby. The trade name of these 
batteries is Eneloop and they really deserve a closer look.
In the past, modelers used nickel cadmium batteries, which offered the convenience of being able to 
be recharged. Because of a couple of issues that NiCad’s presented, nickel metal hydride batteries 
came into play, which offered more power and less weight. While nickel metal hydride chemistry was 
an advancement, they had a particularly poor self discharge problem. The self discharge affect is 
mostly caused by the battery chemistry and high internal resistance.
This is where the Eneloop chemistry really shines. Because of the very low internal resistance of the 
Eneloop cell, these batteries will maintain charge for a very long time between uses. These batteries 
can be fully charged and will retain approximately 85% of its charge one year later. Another important 
feature is that Eneloop chemistry is very powerful for its size; Approximately 2.5amps in a AA case!

These batteries are not new. I’ve been using these for around 12 years now in all of my models, with 
no problems whatsoever.
When ordering these batteries, it’s important to have the vendor install solder tabs. This makes build-
ing packs much easier.
John



Board Meeting Notes
By: Christopher Bailey

9 Feb

• Meeting started 6:31 pm
• Present: John, Jake, Bill, Steve, Chris, Guy, Paul
• John: mowing of WCF flying site: Bill Lantz has said he will not be able to mow our field this year, 

Jake will check with Bill Lantz  about possibly renting his tractor and mower, Steve Cole has 
volunteered to do the mowing, YKA Groundskeeper has been contacted about possibly mowing 
our field, Eric has obtained pricing from Aaction Rents in Fulton to rent a tractor with mower and 
trailer to transport tractor to and from our field, more to follow in future

• Kristie from Ya Ka Ama (YKA) has contacted Guy, asking for a copy of our land use agreement, 
Paul looked up date of first lease payment at new higher rate, June 21, 2021 

• Guy: FRIA application through FAA, info sent to all WCF club officers, Guy will complete 
application, group discussion about adding other sites like Goat Rock or Lake Hennessey to the 
application, group decided against doing so since AMA charges the club $80 per flying site for 
insurance

• YKA Election Committee Event: February 25, 2023, 10am – 4pm, we have been invited to have 
a table at the event, to share info about the club with YKA members, we plan to have 4-5 club 
members attend, some at table at YKA event, some at our flying field to provide buddy box flight 
opportunities to any interested YKA members

• Night Fly and Chili and Corn Bread Event, February 25, 2023, flying begins at dusk and after dark 
that evening

• Gate Combo at the WCF Flying Field will change effective March 1st, 2023, Paul will email new 
combo to all currently registered club members, YKA and Pacific Sanitation will be notified of new 
combo

• Jake: shared that Patrick is currently working on a flying field dedication plaque for Ollie Burns, 
who was instrumental in locating our current flying field, a dedication ceremony was proposed, 
with his family members invited, more details to follow

• Jake: shared that the riding mower at the flying field is having some trouble, possibly a safety 
interlock switch?, Jake will work with Mike Newman to identify and correct the problem

• Club Pylon Racing: Steve Cole is working to get club pylon racing going again, first session 
Sunday February 26, Horizon Hobbies T-28 class to start

• Group discussion about updating club website, we could post pylon race results, race videos, 
build videos from club members projects, looking for individuals that might be interested updating 
and maintaining club web site

• Meeting Adjourned: 7:33 pm

Respectfully submitted, Chris Bailey



• Meeting @ Mountain Mike’s Pizza
• Pizza @ 6:30 pm
• General WCF Meeting start @ 7pm
• 17 Club members present, 1 New Member, Dolly, lives in Healdsburg, has flown on buddy box
• Treasurer’s report, Paul, Christmas Dinner was a success, fun time had by all who attended, net 

profit for club, good revenue from past swap meet, club in good shape financially, approximately 
60 club membership renewals at this time

• Idea of naming our flying field in honor of Ollie Burns who was instrumental in finding the current 
site was brought up , members seemed favorable to the idea, Patrick will explore options for a 
plaque to be installed at the flying field

• Sonoma Earth School: model airplane  build with John and Jake is going well, students at school 
showing a lot of interest in the current project, hopefully additional flight education will continue in 
the future, through the Club/School partnership

• Swap Meet: Next All Hobby Swap Meet scheduled for April 23, 2023 at the Santa Rosa Vets Build-
ing , Jake Rosen has offered to help, more details to follow

• Proposal was made to make Jake Rosen an honorary life member of WCF (Adam), members in 
attendance seemed generally to support idea

• Idea of painting center line on our runway was discussed, more to follow
• FAA registration for AMA Flying Clubs and sites discussed, Guy will investigate further, Club site 

on Ya Ka Ama property (current  WCF runway) will be a registered site with FAA, but members 
flying at non registered sites like Goat Rock and Lake Hennessey would need to meet the require-
ments of Remote I.D. individually

• Show and Tell: Jake shared a power distribution panel that he will be installing in the 1/3 scale 
SPAD that he is building, will allow for redundancy of battery power and receivers on the model, 
Guy shared a Frsky 2.4 Ghz and 900 Mhz  tandem receiver, receives signals at both frequen-
cies in case one fails, receiver switches to maintain communication with transmitter, John shared 
Panasonic  Eneloop NiMH batteries, very low internal resistance, excellent power retention over 
prolonged storage, buy individual cells and build your own battery packs

• Raffle prizes: John donated Pat Trittle electric Ercoupe model kit, $50, $30, $25 gift certificates to 
Jake’s Performance Hobbies

• Meeting Adjourned @ 7:34 pm

General Meeting Notes
By: Christopher Bailey

26 Jan


